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as are disasters:-
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» unusual phenomena: lack o armllar'l'ry

» ignorance of research on the subject

* fragmentation of competencies,
responsibilifies and knowledge g

* popular<view of disaster as a*
symbo1|c: *end of the wor'ld"



=4 What are the main
“' misconceptions about disc:s?er">
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* irrational behavuour (pamc) ipe!
. antisocial behaviour (Ioo'ring)
* unreliable emergency responders

* helpless state of disaster victims
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'1 ever'yone evacuates and flees the area %
people frantically out of buildings
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» there are mass outbreaks of looting
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» people resort to violence
to protect their interests

» people who sell needed commodities
will raise their prices steeply
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‘4 will be in a state of shock o
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Emergency aid
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. vast amounts of goods are needed
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+ the mass medla cr'ea're an
accurate picture of dlsas1'er'
.\  TNE
- martial law must be |mposed
‘o restore order to society
Y
» this requires a s'rr'ong -
mlll'rar‘y [:r'esence
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These things MAY happen, but in
statistical terms they are unlikely to
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A simple=-questionnaire study
of different groups, comprising
university students, emergency

responders and military personnel.




Generally speaking, disasters

are truly exceptional events.

HISTORICAL PRESIDENTIAL DISASTER DECLARATIONS
1,198 DECLARATIONS SINCE 1964

www.mbakercorp.com

The preparation af this unip wes spansarad by Michoe! Baker Corparation with permbscion snd date from FEMA,




Disasters kill people without respect
for social class or economic status.
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Sheltering under a desk offers good
protection against an earthquake.
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nytn no. &.
-People survive for many days iwhen trapped
. under ;l:he r'ubble of a collapsed building.
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Survival time
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Disasters, cause a% deal of chaos and
cannot possibly:be managed systematically.
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Usually, the first relief after disaster
is given byythe emergElEHIEETMIEeS




Usually, there is a shortage of resources
after disaster and this stops the
crisis from being managed well.




One should donate used clothes

to the victims of disasters.
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Companies, corporations, associations and
governments are always very generous
when invited to send aid to disaster areas.
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Myth no. 1 \
When disaster S'|'r'lk
hic is a \ ommon readti
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Myth no. 11:
Pzoolz will flzz i largz numozes
from o disasrze arze,
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After disaster has struck, people .
tend to be dazed and apathetic. -
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Myth no. 14:
ied dead bodles consti




The mass media con’rmually state that 1
the presence of unburied bodies after| *
disaster can cause disease epidemics. | |
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- Dlsease epudemlcs are a very common
tp the |sr'up1'|on and poor health
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Myth no. 16
Field hospitals are useful for
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Myﬂ\ no. 17
Great quantities and assortments of
medtcmes should be sen’r ’ro dlsaster‘ areas.




Technology will save 'the wor'ld
from lsqstzr's [




S Myth no. 19:

\\J“ Sudainis arz fldal wavzs.
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Myth no.

d on the
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Myth no. 21:
There is such a thing as
"earthquake weather".
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Obligation
to inform
the public

Emergency
and disaster
managers

1

Public information
centres; warnings
and alerts;
Informing the
relatives of victims

Mutual
antipathy
o]

collaborative
relationship?

Editorial
Independence
and freedom

Representatives
of the mass
media

T

4 Sales and
ratings;
reputation;
revenue from

advertising




Tropic of Cancer

Our imageofidisastensiis conditioned
far toormuch by Fiollywood!

~New Guinea \,
M,

Equator Sumatra

R, Java

KRAKATOA® |
INDIAN A
OCEAN Area of heavy oy |

volcanic ash fallout

Tropic of Capricorn

27 Augus

\W
t 1883



The Hollywood
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. survive herculean
N . attempts to debunk ‘them -QLK«-
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i represent a hurdle that the
| educator must overcome before
‘progress can betmade with

the basics o dlsasTéMi'es

i e . .

. their per*susfence is one possuble ‘
measure of the Jneffeciiveness
of educa'l'lon and Trammg




Disaster managers - Province of Florence

Strongly
agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

mean
+1sd.
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Emergency nurses - Middle Arno Valley

Strongly
agree

Agree
Neutral
Disagree

Strongly
disagree
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Strongly

agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly
disagree
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3
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Military Commanders - MSc Course (UK)
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Groups surveyed - SCEPTICISM INDEX:
Middle Arno Valley emergency nurses
Cranfield Global Security MSc students =i
Univ. of Massachusetts undergrads (1)
Municipal Civil Protection Group, Tuscany il B
Univ. of Massachusetts undergrads (2)
Master of Defence Admin. students

Province of Florence emergency mgrs
Univ. of Massachusetts post-grads (1)

]

2402S MO

Region of Lombardy emergency mgrs
RMCS Military Masters students

Univ. of Florence MSc Civil Protection
Univ. of Massachusetts post-grads (2)
Cranfield Univ. MSc Disaster Mgt
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Is there any consensus among the groups?
Definite agreement

- Panic is common after disaster. -‘S

* Looting is common after disaster.
- Unburied bodies are a health hazard.

Some agreement

* Disasters don't respect victims' status.
* People tend to flee the disaster area.

- Epidemics are common after disaster.

* Any aid is useful



I “%Id even among
gj ionals in the field
4'}(\12 dge and training
05C Hb@ dabout the ‘myths’
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crime levels fall and
altruism prevails

often stay too long

Community
response

Emergency
workers
Victims
Shelter
Mass media

Aid and relief

Martial law

looting, deviance
and selfishness

will not report for
work or will go away

are in shock and
are helpless

is heeded for
everyone

report accurately
and completely

is always needed

IS hecessary

are self-sufficient and
creative

victims stay with
friends and relatives

report inaccurately
and incompletely

may or may hot be
required

IS inappropriate




Emergency responders are also
members of the public.

- ¥ As such they may to some degree
' believe in the "myths" of disaster.

If |’r is. not coun’reracted by ‘rralpm
e and experience, this can lead to
_wrong ¢ decisions and madvusable achons




ORIGINAL RESEARCH

Misconception as a Barricr to Teaching
about Disasters
David E. Alexander, PhD

Abstract

CESPRO Centre for Civil Protection Introduction: This paper is a report on an exercise designed to reveal the

Studies, Faculty of Medicine, University of extent of belief in the common myths about disasters held by members of four

Florence, Firenze, Italy groups of students from the University of Massachusetts and three groups of

trainee emergency workers from Iraly.

Correspondence: Methods: A questionnaire was administered in which students and trainees
David E. Alexander, PhD were asked to agree or disagree with 19 statements about disasters. These
Professore a Contratto Ministeriale statements were based on common misconceptions about disasters and are at
Dipartimento di Sanita Pubblica least statements untenable in statistical terms, if not downright wrong. In
Universita degli Studi di Firenze each case, a Likert scale was used to assess the strength of the students’ and
Viale Morgagni 48 trainees agreement or disagreement with the statements.

50134 Firenze, Ttaly Results: The results suggest that some of the misconceptions (for example,
E-mail: david. alexander@unifi.it that panic and looting are widespread reactions to disaster) were strongly
held, whereas others (for instance, that disasters cannot be managed) were less

Prehospital and Disaster Medicine 22(2), 2007




HAPPY GNOMELAND SECURITY
AND BUON NATALE

from
David Alexander

emergency -planning.blogspot.com

protezione-civile-italia.blogspot.com
d.alexander®@virgilio.it




